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About the SAT II: Subject Tests
Many colleges require or recommend one or more

SAT II: Subject Tests for admission or placement.

Subject Tests, one-hour, mostly multiple-choice
tests, measure how much students know about a par-
ticular academic subject and how well they can apply
that knowledge. 

Subject Tests fall into five subject areas: English,
history, mathematics, sciences, and languages. They
help colleges compare the academic achievement of
students from different schools where course prepara-
tion and academic backgrounds may vary widely.

Subject Test results can be added to your portfolio
to support your competency in academic areas, even
if the tests are not required by colleges to which
you’re applying.

This book describes each Subject Test’s

❚ purpose

❚ format 

❚ recommended preparation

❚ test directions

❚ scores reported

❚ sample questions and answers

How Colleges Use Subject Test
Scores
Colleges use Subject Test scores, in combination with

other information (your high school record, scores
from other tests, teacher recommendations, etc.), as a
dependable measure of your academic background
and achievement and as a good predictor of your
future performance.

The scores help colleges

❚ determine how well prepared you are for different
college programs

❚ place you in freshman and higher-level courses

❚ advise you on course selection

How to Register
All the information you need to register and report
scores to colleges is available online at 
www.collegeboard.com and in the Registration Bulletin
available in your school’s guidance office.

Score Choice™ is no longer 
available.

If you tested while Score Choice was in effect and
have scores on hold, you may keep them on hold until
you decide to release them. Once you release a score,
it will be included on all subsequent score reports and
cannot be placed on hold again.  There are three ways
to release scores:

❚ use the online Score Release service

❚ follow the instructions on the Score Release Form
(available in your school office)

❚ call Customer Service  

Remember to release your scores in time to meet 
college application deadlines.

How to Prepare
❚ Know what to expect on test day. See

www.collegeboard.com or the Registration 
Bulletin for details.

❚ Know what to expect on your tests. Study 
the descriptions of the tests, directions, and 
sample questions in this book or online at 
www.collegeboard.com.

❚ Try the full-length practice tests in Real SAT II:

Subject Tests. See ad on page 2.

❚ Learn the test directions.

❚ Know how the tests are scored. You get one point
for each right answer and lose a fraction of a point
for each wrong answer. Omitted answers are not
counted either way.

Which Subject Tests should 
you take?
You can find out if the colleges you are interested in
require or recommend Subject Tests by: 

❚ Contacting colleges directly. 

❚ Reviewing college catalogues.

❚ Checking the College Board’s College Handbook.

❚ Using the online college search at 
www.collegeboard.com.
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When should you take Subject
Tests?
❚ Read the test descriptions in this book. See how

much preparation is recommended. 

❚ Ask your teacher or counselor for advice. 

❚ Take tests such as United States History, Biology
E/M, Chemistry, or Physics as soon as possible after
you complete the course, while the material is still
fresh in your mind.

❚ You’ll do better on other tests like languages after at
least two years of study.

The Day Before the Tests
❚ Make sure your calculator is in good working order, if

you are taking a Mathematics Test. 

❚ Make sure your cassette player with earphones is in
good working order, if you are taking a listening test. 

After the Tests
About 3 weeks after the test date, your scores are
mailed to you, your high school, and the college and
scholarship programs you entered on your
Registration Form. Your score report includes your
scores, percentiles, and interpretive information.

Get your scores sooner with Scores by Phone or
online at www.collegeboard.com. See the
Registration Bulletin for a complete description of
these services and the back cover of this booklet for
dates when scores are available.

Note: Some scores may take longer to report because of prob-
lems such as late receipt of answer sheets or inconsistent iden-
tification information.

Preparing for Language Tests
with Listening
❚ Ask your counselor for a copy of the practice cassette

that was shipped to your school with this book.

❚ Bring an acceptable cassette player to the test center.

Your cassette player MUST be:
1. equipped with earphones
2. portable (hand-held)
3. battery operated
4. single deck (not dual)
5. standard size (using 21/2” by 4” tapes only)

❚ Make sure your cassette player is in good working

order. Insert fresh batteries the day before the test.
You may bring additional batteries and a backup play-
er to the test center. Test center staff will not have bat-
teries, cassette players, or earphones for your use.

❚ You may not share a cassette player with another

test-taker.

❚ If the volume on your cassette player disturbs other

test-takers, the test center supervisor may ask you

to move to another seat.

❚ If your cassette player malfunctions:

1. Raise your hand and tell the test supervisor.
2. Switch to backup equipment, if you have it, 

and continue to test. Your score on the 
listening test will be canceled if you do not 
have backup equipment.

❚ If you are given a defective tape on test day, raise your

hand and ask the supervisor for a replacement.

Note: If applicable, before the start of the test, you must 
deactivate the programming feature that fast forwards auto-
matically to fill pauses in a tape or you will not have enough
time to answer the test questions.
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1. Answer the easy
questions first. Mark only
one answer for each ques-
tion.

2. Pace yourself.
Answer the questions you
know first and come back
later to those you didn’t
know. 

3. Guess smart. 
If you can rule out one or more
answers as wrong, your
chances of guessing correctly
among the remaining choices
improve. 

4. Omit questions only
when you have no idea how
to answer them. 

5. Use your test
book for scratchwork.
Transfer your answers to
your answer sheet.

6.The answer sheet has
five ovals for each question.
Some questions, though, have
only 3 or 4 answers. Mark your
answer in the correct column. 

7. Erasing all the
answers to one Subject
Test is considered a
request for cancellation.
Scores from all Subject Tests
taken that day will be 
canceled. 

Note: You must cancel scores on
ALL Subject Tests you take at an
administration unless your
equipment malfunctions. 
(See above for cassette player
malfunctions and page 22 for 
calculator malfunctions.)

Test-Taking Tips



The College Board Subject Test Development Committees, 2002–03
Biology

Louise Paquin, McDaniel College,
Westminster, Maryland, Chair

William Bradshaw, Brigham Young
University, Provo, Utah

Ray Hill, Lowell College Preparatory
High School, Cotati, California

Prue Talbot, University of California,
Riverside, California

John Zarnetske, Hoosick Falls Central
High School, Hoosick Falls, New York

Chemistry
Jo Beran, Texas A & M University,

Kingsville, Texas, Chair
James D. Campbell, Brookline High

School, Brookline, Massachusetts
Rose Hanscom, Francis Parker School,

San Diego, California
George Miller, University of California,

Irvine, California
Ruiess Van Fossen Ramsey, Indiana

University of Pennsylvania, Indiana,
Pennsylvania

Chinese
Scott McGinnis, National Foreign

Language Center at the University of
Maryland, College Park, Maryland, Chair

Baozhang He, University of Florida,
Gainesville, Florida

Tianwei Xie, California State University,
Long Beach, California

Min Zhang, The Indiana Academy and
Ball State University, Muncie Indiana

Yunian Zhang, West Potomac High
School, Alexandria, Virginia

ELPT
Sandra Briggs, San Mateo Union High

School District, San Mateo, California, Chair
Leslie Biaggi, Miami-Dade Community

College, Miami, Florida
Steven Brown, Youngstown State

University, Youngstown, Ohio
Mary Ann Lyman-Hager, San Diego

State University, San Diego, California

French
Marie-Thérèse Noiset, University of

North Carolina, Charlotte, North Carolina,
Chair

Katherine Fair, Phillips Exeter Academy,
Exeter, New Hampshire

Jacqueline Friedman, Horace Mann
School, Riverdale, New York

Ndinzi Masagara, Youngstown State
University, Youngstown, Ohio

François Wolman, Canyon High School,
Canyon Country, California

German
Reinhard Zachau, University of the

South, Sewanee, Tennessee, Chair
John Lalande, State University of New

York, Oswego, New York
Glenn Levine, University of California,

Irvine, Irvine, California
Marlies Reppenhagen, Deering High

School, Portland, Maine
Gabriele Stracke, Shenendehowa High

School East, Clifton Park, New York

Modern Hebrew
Dinah Haramati, Yeshiva of Flatbush

Joel Braverman High School, Brooklyn,
New York, Chair

Nancy Ezer, University of California–
Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California

Lee Goldberg, Highland Park High School,
Highland Park, Illinois

Orna Kaplan, Milken Community
High School, Los Angeles, California

Vardit Ringvald, Brandeis University,
Waltham, Massachusetts

Italian
Irene Marchegiani Jones, California State

University, Long Beach, California, Chair
Bruna Boyle, Narragansett High School,

Narragansett, Rhode Island
Mariastella Cocchiara, Melrose High

School, Melrose, Massachusetts
Erasmo Gerato, Florida State University,

Tallahassee, Florida
Alessandro Vettori, Rutgers University,

New Brunswick, New Jersey

Japanese
Hiroshi Nara, University of Pittsburgh,

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Chair
Dan Dewey, University of Pittsburgh,

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Virginia Marcus, Washington University,

St. Louis, Missouri
Hiroko Muchnicki, Townsend Harris High

School at Queens College, Flushing, New York
Hiroko Nomachi-Yuge, Venice High

School, Los Angeles, California

Korean
Sung-Ock S. Sohn, University of

California–Los Angeles, Los Angeles,
California, Chair

Sungdai Cho, SUNY at Binghamton,
Binghamton, New York

Eunice Lee, Torrance High School,
Torrance, California

Hyo Sang Lee, Indiana University,
Bloomington, Indiana

Bongsoon Yow, Flushing High School,
Flushing, New York

Latin
Mary Pendergraft, Wake Forest University,

Winston-Salem, North Carolina, Chair
Sue Gillen, White Plains High School,

White Plains, New York
Edward Ligon, Roxbury Latin School,

West Roxbury, Massachusetts
Sherwin Little, Indiana Hill High School,

Cincinnati, Ohio
Michele Salzman, University of California–

Riverside, Riverside, California

Literature
Joseph T. Skerrett, Jr., University of Massachu-

setts, Amherst, Massachusetts, Chair
Idris Anderson, Crystal Springs Uplands

School, Hillsborough, California
Cheng Lok Chua, California State

University, Fresno, California
Jerry W. Ward, Dillard University, New

Orleans, Louisiana
M. Ruth Welborn, Stockbridge High

School, Stockbridge, Georgia

Mathematics
Vincent Schielack, Texas A & M University,

College Station, Texas, Chair
Ann M. Davidian, General Douglas

MacArthur High School, Levittown, New York
Roger Day, Illinois State University,

Normal, Illinois
Christinia Frazier, Philadelphia High

School for Girls, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Marie M. Vanisko, Illinois State University,

Normal, Illinois
David Williams, Suncoast Community

High School, Riviera Beach, Florida

Physics
Helene Perry, Loyola College, Baltimore,

Maryland, Chair
Robert Jacobsen, University of California,

Berkeley, California
John Kinard, Greenwood High School,

Greenwood, South Carolina
XinChou Lou, University of Texas at

Dallas, Richardson, Texas
Frank Norton, Cranbrook Kingswood

School, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan

Spanish
Rodney Rodríguez, Manhattan College/

College of Mount Saint Vincent, Riverdale,
New York, Chair

Lori Langer de Ramirez, Herricks Public
Schools, New Hyde Park, New York

Martha Mentch, Albuquerque Academy,
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Gilda Nissenberg, Dr. Michael Krop Senior
High School, Miami, Florida

Carmen Silva-Corvalán, University of
Southern California, Los Angeles, California

United States (U.S.) History
Richard Weiss, University of California,

Los Angeles, California, Chair
Charlotte Landreau, Highland Senior

High School, St. Paul, Minnesota
Daniel Littlefield, University of South

Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina
Cassandra Osborne, Oak Ridge High

School, Oak Ridge, Tennessee
Herbert Sloan, Barnard College,

New York, New York

World History
Howard Spodek, Temple University,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Chair
Priscilla Campbell, East Hampton High

School, East Hampton, New York
David Northrup, Boston College,

Boston, Massachusetts
George R. Rislov, Highland Park High

School, Dallas, Texas
Tara Sethia, California State Polytechnic

University, Pomona, California

Writing
Brian A. Bremen, University of Texas,

Austin, Texas, Chair
Karla Krahn-Drake, Longmeadow High

School, Longmeadow, Massachusetts
Christine Gonzales, Deep Creek School,

Baltimore, Maryland
Jonathan Lang, University of California,

Berkeley, California
Maxine F. Moore, Johnson C. Smith

University, Charlotte, North Carolina
Kathleen A. Sammartino, Cinnaminson

High School, Cinnaminson, New Jersey
Suzanne Wilsey, Sacred Heart Preparatory

School, Atherton, California



You can take either the SAT I: Reasoning Test or up to
three SAT II: Subject Tests on a given test date. Register
separately for each date you plan to take tests.

2003-2004 SAT Program Test Calendar

Get your scores sooner with Scores by Phone or at
www.collegeboard.com. See the Registration Bulletin or
www.collegeboard.com for details.

11016-00940 • WW62E1500 • Printed in U.S.A.

I.N. 996838

Register online at www.collegeboard.com.

Registration Deadlines
Early (International) N/A Sept. 3 Oct. 8 Nov. 26 N/A March 3 April 7
Regular (All) Sept. 9 Sept. 26 Oct. 30 Dec. 22 Feb. 20 March 25 April 29
Late (U.S) Sept. 13 Oct. 8 Nov. 12 Dec. 31 March 4 April 7 May 12

Test Dates1 Oct. 11 Nov. 1 Dec. 6 Jan. 24 March 27 May 12 June 5

SAT I: Reasoning Test3 • • • • • • •

SAT II: Subject Tests
Code

16 Writing • • • • • •
31 Literature • • • • • •
47 United States (U.S.)

History • • • • • •
17 World History • •
32 Math Level IC4 • • • • • •
53 Math Level IIC4 • • • • • •
99 Biology E/M • • • • • •
22 Chemistry • • • • • •
23 Physics • • • • • •
Languages

Reading Only
33 French • • • • •
34 German •
13 Modern Hebrew •
14 Italian •
42 Latin • •
41 Spanish • • • • •

Reading and Listening5

35 Chinese •
55 French •
54 German •
24 Japanese •
18 Korean •
51 Spanish •
56 ELPT (English Language Proficiency Test)6 • •

Scores Available
Online or by phone Oct. 24 Nov. 14 Dec. 19 Feb. 6 April 9 May 14 June 18
Mailed Nov. 3 Nov. 24 Jan. 2 Feb. 16 April 19 May 24 June 28

1Sunday administrations usually follow
each Saturday test date. In October 2003,
however, the Sunday test date is October 5.

2The May test date in Singapore is May 8.
3We recommend that you bring an

acceptable calculator to the test center to
use on the math sections of the SAT I.

The SAT I Question-and-Answer Service is
available for the October 11, January 24,
May 1, and May 2 test dates. See Registration
Bulletin or www.collegeboard.com for details.

4Some questions on the SAT II math
tests require the use of an acceptable
scientific or graphing calculator. Students
who take these tests without a calculator
will be at a disadvantage.

5Available at centers designated for
listening tests (see Registration Bulletin).
You MUST register by the late registration
deadline and bring an acceptable cassette
player with earphones to the test center in

order to take one of these tests. On test
day, you CANNOT substitute a listening
test for another test.

6ELPT is offered at designated test
centers in November and January. ELPT is
also offered at participating high schools in
the United States, U.S. territories, and
Puerto Rico on Tuesday, April 20, 2004.
Contact your school counselor by February
13, 2004, if you want to take this test.


